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1SCOURSE from the following Text. 
Ad Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou 
art the Man, 2 Sam. xii. 7. 
eliver d in the Pariſh of St. Martin's, and 
publiſhed ar the unanimous Requeſt of 
the Congregation. . 
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And N athan ſaid unto David, Thos ot * 
_ the Man, 2 Sam. xii. 7. 


1 E Sentence T have made ule pf 7 
introduce this Diſcourſe was the Ap- ᷑ 
500 of a well-contrived Parable, and | 2 
was thundred into the Ears of a King, and a 
great King too, upon his being notonioully ,. 
guilty of the foul Sin of Adultery; which, © 
- tho' a Crime of the Blackeſt Die, has been 
9 countenanced by the Example of ot her Kings 
ſtſince David. LT this Vice has in all Ages 
aAadlnd in aimoß all Nations been ſo unhappily 
bl the Practice of Kings and Princes (ſaving 
1 | thoſe moſt religious ones, whom propitious 
| | 5 Heaven has continu d to bleſs this Wa with, 
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Rorar. Yet Cauſe of great Lamentation it 


is, that a Crime which is the moſt ſenſibly 
injurious both to the private Subject and 
che Publick, which breaks the very firſt Bonds 
of all Society aſunder, ſhould be recommend- 
ed and kept in Countenance by thoſe who 
are at the Helm of Society, who are appoint- 


ed to make Laws againſt theſe very Tranſ- 


greſſions they are py of, and are teady e- 
nough to puniſh others for what they them- 
ſelves publickly and with Impunity commit. 


The Conſequences of which are fo very fa- 

tal, that I ehink 1 cannot better employ my 

Time than in 3 a proper Cau- 
ng 


tion, from this Story of David, to all 
who may be in Power and Authority amongſt 
us, to avoid and fly from ſuch an enormous 


Sin ; or, if ever they ſhould unfortunately. 


happen to be entangled in this Snare, to re- 
deem themſelves Rom the Thraldom with 
the utmoſt Contrition, and break away at 


once from the infidious Arms of the frange 


Woman: And let all Princes and Magiſtrates, 


who are guilty of David's Crime, follow his 


Behaviour upon * reprov d for it; for as 
ſoon as Nat has had 1a 


He rephed, immediately, under a vaſt 


Surprize of Grief and Confuſion, —— J have 


inne againſt the Lord!” 


wy Which meek and humble Deportment of 
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id, Thon art the Man, 
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'# priat King (who 
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might have been tempted 
to think himſelf above Controul) under the 


Conviction of a Crime, is an excellent Pat- 
tern for all thoſe to imitate, who fall under 
Correction for any Misbehaviour. They 


ſhould learn from hence, never to ſtand up 
in Juſtification of that, which they know is 
not to be defended ; never to harden their 
Faces ' againſt Reproof, or under Chaſtiſe- 
ment; nor ever to take up undeue Refentments 


againſt thoſe who admini Ker the ſame, 


Na the Cafe of David was as follows. 
The Bing: from the Roof of his Houle, 
Had chanced to ſee Bathſbeba the beautiful 


Wife of Uriah, as ſhe was waſhing herſelf 
one Evening; and upon the 1 7 of her 


grew enflam'd with unlawful Love; and 


without once confidering how great the Wick 


edneſs would be, irreparable the Injury to his 
loyal Subjedt her Husband, he ſtraight diſ- 


patched truſty Meſſengers ( ſeldom wanted for 


ſuch vile Purpoſes) to win her to his Pleaſure: 
She, a frail Woman, ſoon yielded ro the 
powerful Temptation; and the Fruit ſoon 
after appeared to their Shame, fore re long 


dhe proved with- child by him. 


And now the Crime of a defiled Bed was 


like to be too flagrant ro be much langer - 
conceal'd, unleſs the Husbapd could be calld - 
in in good Time to cover it. But he either 
in his ſimpliciry not ſuſpecting, or 
be * . 
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his Gun n the Injury” that had | 
been OE him, unluckily diſappointed the 
Ling 8 Deſign. 
I can't indeed think the latter to be = 5 
ba, for 'tis impoſſible that ſuch a gallane 
Man and brave Soldier as Uriah could be guil- 
ty of ſo mean, ſo daſtardly an Action, 5 to 
ink at the Defilement of his Bed, tho done 
by his King; or to be a kind of negative Pimp 
either thro Fear, or for the Sake of Lucra 
If this had been the Caſe, he would have, per- 
haps fairly brought her and offer d up the 7. 
ling Sacrifice himſelf; This . could 
not be Lriab's Caſe, and I hope there nev 
was in the World a Creature ſo grovelu 2 
infamous a Paltroon, whoſe Caſe it coul be. 
af there was, I ſhould think that Man very 
juſtly deſerved Uriahb's Fate. But to proceed. 
David, out of a counterfeit Tenderneſs; 
was willing to diſpenſe with the Attendance 
ol his faithful GENS and {end him to repoſe 
himſelf at his own Houſe after his Jourgey: But 
Uriah ſaid unto David, The Ark, and ſrael, | 
and Judah abide in Tents, and my Lord Joab, 
and the Servants of my Lord are encamped ut 
open Fields: Shall I then go into mine tHouſe, 
to eat, and to drink, and to be with my Wife? 
as thouliveſt, and as thy Soul livah, I wilt 
not do this Thing. 
Thu was the firſt Polt defaced, but mol 
yy for Uriah F or i was loon lucceed- 
Q ; . ed 
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But whatthe King bad done dif} 
This Dream of Satisfaction 
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ed by another, and a much more fatal 'Stra 


gem. Thijs loyal Heart, not capable ſo rl 


Lor dining Evil of his tines, wes Wk 


fently ſent 


nocent Uriah ſhould be ſet in the fore Front 
of the hotteſt Battle, and left expoſed to the 
t 


chickeſt Shot of the Enemy. And fo he fel 
a deſtin d Victim, not ſo much to the Force 
of the Ammonites,' as the Cruelty of King 


David, who, following the Suggeſtions of an 


unbridled Luſt, (of all wicked Counſellors the 
worſt) heaped Murder upon Adultery. © 
And now the Mouth of all Complaint being 

ſtopped, as he imagined, and every Obſtacle 


removed, as ſoon as the mock Solemnity of 
| ig was over, he made the Adultreſs 
his lawful Wife, highly ſatisfied, no doubt, 


with the undiſturbꝰd Poſſeſſion of the Woman 
whom ſo many Difficulties had endear d to him. 
r the Lord. 


Ay awakened out of it by a ſtartling Met. 


I 7 from God, which, under the Covert of 
a 


arable, entered into the very Secrers of his 


8 Sentence againſt it with his own 


„ The 


back to the Army, with a Sentence 
of Death againſt himſelf: The inſtructions 
he carried to the General were, that the in- 


Heart, made him ſee the Filth and Corrup- 
tion of it with his own Eyes, and deteſt and 
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The Manner of the Prophets Addreſs, and 


the Effect of it, the ſacred Story thus relates: 
"ind the Lord ſent Nathan unto David, and 
he came unto him, and ſaid unto him, Ther 
were two Men in one City, the one rich, and 
the other poor. The rich Man had excced- 
Ing many Flocks and Herds 3 Bur the poor 
Man had nathing ſave one little Ew-lam 

which he had bought and nouriſhed up: An 


it grew up together with hin, and with his 


_ Chilaren ; it did eat of bis own Meat and 
drank of his own Cup, and lay in his Boſom, 


and was unto him as a Daughter. And there 


came a Traveller unto the rich Man, and be 


| ſpared to take of bis own Flock and of his 
ewn Herd to dreſs for the wayfaring Man, 


that was come unto him, but tock the poor 


Man s Lamb, and dreſſed it for the Man that 


was come to him. And Dayid's Anger was 


greatly kindled againſt the Man; and be ſaid to 
Nathan, as the Lord liveth, the Man that did 


this Thing ſhall ſurely die. And be ſpall re- 
fore the Lamb four-fold, becauſe he did this 
Thing, and becauſe be bad no Pity. | 


Thus ſpake David, as an Angel of God 
to diſcern Good from Evil, whilſt fir d with 
juſt Indignation to ſee this cruel Oppreſſor 
Puniſhed with the utmoſt Severity; when lo! 
to his great Surprize, he finds it bitterly retor- 
ted upon kimaſelE: and Nat bas ſaid unts e 
13 5 _ HOU 
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1 Edge of thy Zeal againſt thyſelf: F or thoy 
© art the very Man, that worſt. of Qpprel- 


* juftly deſerves to die. 


- of another Man's Bed, and could not other- 


 Neighbour's Table; he, I ſay, cc 
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pronounc'd not worthy to live ; For, hog 


ds thine Anger is at preſent, hotter was thy 


« Luſt that moved thee to take, not an Eh. 
* lamb from poor Uriab, but the Life out 


1 of his Boſom. What Injury can be more ir- 
r reparable, what Oppreſſion more barbarous, 


than that which thou haſt been guilty of 


Bo 


Look no farther therefore, but turn the : 


* ſors, that Adulterer, that Murderer, Who, 
#* by the Words of thine own Mouth, moſf 


» 


zealous to puniſh an unmerciful Oppreſſor, 


he not knowing who he was, (for the Perſon 

was but feign'd) and yet how quietly could he 
foleratein himſelf both the Adulterer and M- 
derer? How ſecurely could he take Pleaſure 


in a Woman whom he knew to be the. Spoi 


wiſe make his own, than by compaſling the 
Death of her Husband ? And he who was fo 


_ tenderly ſenſible of what the poor Man Was 
ſuppoſed to ſuffer, in having the E- Lamb he 


had ſo carefully foſter d, made a Diſh at his 


Ably be ignorant, (and therefore how could © 
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de be infenfible ?) how much more the injurd 
Uriah ſuffer d; in having the beauteous Bath- 
 ſheba raviſh'dfrom him, by his KI No, to whom 
he might not ſay, War poksr THou? | 

There was no Room for Compariſon be- 
eween tWo Injuries, of a Size ſo very unequal. [ | 
The King could not but know full well, had 

he the leaſt attended to ir, that the Wife one 

loves is as near and dear to a Man, as his om 
Heart, that the Property of the Marriage- bd 
is the moſt precious, the moſt Gere? of all 

others; that a Wound in that niceſt Part 
of Honour pierces the very Soul, that ic 


dleeds inwardly, is born with Impatience and 
held, if at all with exceeding Difficulty ; | 
but that for the moſt part it imbitters all the 6 
Enjoyments, and deſtroys all the Comforts of | 
Life, Which laſt, tho' the greateſt Aggra- | 
vation of the Diſhonour done to a Man's Bead. 
is one of the two only palliative Excuſes that | 
could have been made for the Cruelty of mur- 
dering Uriah : For it might be ſaid with ſome- 1 
thing of Truth (void of all Pity, as the Mur- | 
derer was) that it was ſo much the lefs cruel ö 
to take away 2 Life which byfore he had re- 
dered joyleſs and comfortleſs . 
The other Excuſe is, that David had ſtill C 
race enourh left to be aſbamed of his Guilt, 
tho' he had nor enough to quit the continuing 1 
in it; he knew, that if the Husband lived, the h 
air muſt become publick, which he juſtly 14 
3%: T „ 


hought of it. He 
Had not fo far thrownoff all Senſe. of Shame, 


taking away the 


it was impoſſible for him to reſtore Purity 


ke 11 7 | 
Hought would appear ſo vile anq ſcardaldu 


a Reproach to his Subjects, and ſuch a Re- 
proach to his own royal Character and Office 
that he-trembled at the 'T 


2 
4. 


all Regard to the Morals of his People, 


vr the Laws of the Country he reigned 


over, as to triumph in his Iniqity, to pro+ 
claim his Crime by Suum of Trumpet, and to 


declare with a loud Voice at the Head of his 


Troops, I au ras Man. He thoughtthis 


would have been eftabliſhing pra vc 5 


Vice in ſo flagrant a Manner, and would have 
been of ſuch high il Tendency,: that even 
| Life of a ſingle Man ſeem d 
leſs criminal. But as the Caſe was utterly in- 


capable of any Palliation, tis marvellous tha 


King ſhould not ſee, without being ſhewn, 
how irreparable the Injury was, of which he 
Had 8 In the Heat of his Indigna- 
tion againſt a ſuppoſed Oppreſſor, he put on 


the Severity of a Judge, more rigorous than the 


Law dir&ed; for he doom'd the Perſon to dye 


dyxer and above the legal Penalty of a four-fold 


Reſtitution: When had he turn'd his Eyes 
in ward, he muſt una voidably have ſeen, that 


and Chaſtity to the Wife whom he had pollu- 


E 4 


manifeſt bad Example tohis Subjects, and ſuch 


| ed with Adultery; or to reſtore Life to ths 


(a2) 


Husband whom he had made an inhumane 
Sacrifice to his Luſt, e 
Having thus given a full and true State of 
David s Caſe, and ſhewn the Enormity of his 
Crime, I ſhall from hence take Occaſion to 
prove, that the Governors of any People. both 
temporal and ſpiritual, both Princes and Pre- 
Jates, Kings and Arc hbiſbops are under the 

| higheſt Obligation to keep themſelves all that 
may be, free from any ſuch foul Blemiſh, as 
that of Adultery, leſt the Execution of their 
proper Office ſhould turn to their greater 

Shame and Condemnation. . 
This is too plain to be diſputed by any 
body, that lends the leaſt ſerious Attention 
to it. For our F rinces and P relates are both 
in their ſeveral Capacities, the Miniſters of 
God, and honoured with a Truſt from him; 
the Truſt of the Pre late is to declare and in- 
culcate the Word of God to adminiſter ſo- 
ber Admonition, and ſharp Reproof as there 
may be accaſion, to win and to urge Men to 
their due Obedience, by ſetting the Tenour 
of the divine Promiſes and 'T hreats before 
their Eyes, ſuch as relate chiefly to another 
. World; and where all other Motives are leſs 
regarded, to call in the Severity of Diſcipline, 
as a neceſſary Enforcement to found Doctrine. 
The Truſt of the King is to promote the Prac- 


tice of true Religion and Virtue, by human, 


Laws 


| Care or Power. But worldy Motives they 


fa) 


Laws, ſtreng gthen d by temporal San ckiens, as 
to ſee the Egal Penalties duly inflicted _—_ 
the Diſorderly and Licentious. 
This their reſpe&ive Truſt they are bound 
Faichfully to execute, of which as they muſt 
expect torender aſtrict Account. And whats 
ſoever, thro their own voluntary Default, 
indiſpoſes or umſits them for the Performance 
of the: Duty incumbent on-them, will certain- 


Breach of Tru raft Anda nothing can more in- 
diſpoſe or unfit a Man fot the due Diſcharge 
of — Paſtoral Office, or the due Exercith 
_ of the * Authority, than a vitious G 
verſation and /ewd Exa 
For when Men have this + vidble Seain aſs 
on their Character, or know themſelves to lie 
too open to the Suſpicion, they will be under 
a ſtrong Temptation, either to -decline them 
Duty i in eachof theſe Reſpe&s, or at:leaſt do 
it very remiſsly, and with great Partiality and 
Indulgence towards Vice, in one kind or other. 
For they who are addicted to Vice themſel- 
ſelves, can have no true Zeal to ſee it reform'd 
in others, no Concern for God's Honour, no 
conſcientious Motive to incite them to ene 
their proper Authority, for the Reproof or 
Correction of thoſe: who are __ their 


: wo —_ * to Connivance and Indiffſe- 
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ly be accounted a Neglect of Duty and & 


ence, the Conſcientionſneſ5 of theig 0wn Cuilf, 
andthe Fear of being openly diſgraced for it, 
will always ſtand, .as a Lion, in the Way, to 
affright them from their Duty. And this 
very Apprehenſion will, for the moſt part; be : 


enough to make them wholly unactive, c | 
40 dif them of their Courage and Vigour, | 
at leaſt in the Execution of the Laws a= | 
gainſt Injuftice and Immorality: To lay the 
| Fat that can be, when Men are thus conſci- 
-ous, they will hardly fail to ſhew a Tender | |: 
neſs and Indulgence towards thoſe particular | 
|  Vicesof which they know themſel ves guilty. | 
If. Nat han had brought his Information di- JE” 
rectly againſt one, that had been an Adulte- | 
rer, it is more than probable, the Senſe of | 
Guilt and mere Shame would have quenched E 
the” Heat of the King's Zeal, to ſee another | K 


| Sd of thoſe four Syllables 

| from the Mouth of the Prophet, Thou art 

'. he Man, threw King David into the ut- 
moſt Confuſion, becauſe his own. Heart | 
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| _ M#imote him at the ſame Time; ſo doubles 
the very Fear of ſuch a Recrimination would 
make other vitious Kings very backward 
and tender in chaſtiſing: Vice, ( eſpecially 
the Vice they love themſelves) becauſe they © 
are ſenfible tis in the Power of all their Sub- } 
jects to bring the Accuſation back to their l 


5; 


Andi as this guilty Shame or Fear leaves 
I Men who are vitious themſelves but little 
Sfpirit or Inclination to be the Reprovets or 
5 Correctors of Vice in others, altho it be the 
\ Duty of their Place and Calling, ſo it makes 
9 them indeed the moſt unſit P erſons that can | 
bee for ſuch a Change. and the moſt unlikely 
tts but too natural for People, when they 
are taxed, tho” never ſo juſtly, with their 
| | «Faults, to ſeek for Shelter under any Excuſe 
| _ they can lay hold on; and they hope 0 
keep themſelves in tolerable Countenance, if 
| they have it but to ſay, that they are no 
Worſe than their Neighbours; eſpecially, if 
. they can alledge, that their Governors are 8 
15 bad as they; this they will be haſty enough 
[to catch at, even perhaps when there is 0 
FE | Truth in it at the Bottom; but if there be, 
they will not fail to inſiſt on it, as thinking it 
the readieſt Way to divert a Proſecution, or 
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ſuaded, that the Prince is not much in ear- 


themſelves, can never furniſh any Excuſes | 
to others for tranſgreſſing the Laws of God, 1 


| . 


of Perſons ſo entruſted, is very ſtri 
their Account will be very 2 becauſe 
their Offences muſt needs be: exceotingly 


. neſs it is to teach others their Duty, or to 


Mien, who are fond of their Sins have fuck 


A Refuge as this, they will be apt to deſpiſe 
all Correction and Reproof, as being per- 


neſt, when he puts on the Brow of Autho- ' 
rity, to threaten of reprehend thoſe Practices 
in others, which he + is known to indulge in b 
himſelf It will be thought ſufficient to 
give Him back the Provetb as-a ſeaſonable 
Memento, Phyſician heal thſe ll. 
Now altho they who are ſo inereuſeable 


yetſince there is ſo much more Force in an ii 
Pattern to corrupt our Nature, than there is 


in good Laws to reform it; and ſince this 


is ſoa pt to be the Occaſion of Men's hard- | - 
e — in their Impenitence, it is 
moſt evident, that the Magiſtrate is under 
the ſtricteſt Obligation to ſupport and invi- 
" gorate his Authority, by « virtuous Tags 


And without all doubt, as the Obl 28275 


aggravated in the Sight of God. | 1 
For in the firſt Place, they whoſe Bu- 


"_ them within the Bounds of it, if thay 


tran ſgreſs 


(n) 


© tranſgreſs themſelves, they mult do ir moſh 
preſumptuouſly, and directly againſt Knows 


ledge; for they cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſe 


ed to be ignorant of their own Duty; or i 


they be, even that will be a great Additiori 5 


to their Sin, becauſe it muſt proceed from a 
wilful Neglect. Then it muſt be remem- 
ber'd, - that the Tranſgreſſions of thoſe who 
are in the Magiſtracy, over and above the 


proper Guilt of the Sins themſelves, are 
Chargeable with a Breach of Truſt, as ha- 


ving, by their own Misbehaviour, Unguali- 
fed themſelves for the faithful and ſucceſsful 


Execution of their Office; which will aſſu- 
7 10 add to the Burden of their Account. 


es, the Scandal that is de by Men 


in Authority aff:&s their Authority, while 
it expoſes their Perſons, it brings the Office 
many times into Contempt, and Religion jit- 

| | 4 muſt 
needs be an Enhancement to the Guilt, For 


ſelf not ſeldom into Queſtion ; whic 


we read, 1 Sam. ii. 17. That the Sin of the 


young Men was very great before the Lord, 
when Men (by reaſon of their Vileneſs ) abs. 


horred the Offering to the Lord. Add to all 
this, that the ill Examples of Magiſtrates 


have too fatal an Influence in corrupting the 


Manners of the People. For as there is a great 
Proneneſs to Evil in our Nature, ſo Men 


* — _———— 


ure generally pretty apt to tread in the hs." | 
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TT 
of their Superiors, eſpecially when they lead „% 
the ſame way that their own Inclination 
bends. In vain ſhall Virtue and Religion be 


authoritatively taught and enjoin'd, when ö 
the Authority deſtroys itſelf, by the immo- . 
ral and impious Practices of thoſe who exer- | 


ciſe it. Their Laws and Injunctions in that 

Caſe, will be but lightly regarded, but their et 
Practices will be induftriouſly imitated. Ir = 
muſt needs be that when Offences come, If 
ſuch Examples will always be Snares in the 


Way of frail and heedleſs People but \ 
woe to Thar Man by whom the Offence © © 

cometh. When they, who are by Office the / 
Guardians of the Law, are in Fact noto- | 


rious Law-breakers; when the Reprovers 
of the Works of Darkneſs, ate Partakers in 
them ; when the Shepherds lead their Flocks 
aſtray, and the Watchmen are the Betrayers 
of their Charge, how great muſt the Offence 


be, that cometh by their Means? And how I 
ſtrict will the Inquifition be, when God 9 
ſhall come to require the Blood of thoſe 
Souls at their Hands? How intolerable the 


Puniſhment chat they ſhall be doomed too. 
under the accumulated Load, not only of | 
their own perſonal Guilt, but of all that 
they have been acceſſary to in others, of 
all the Wickedneſs that hath been propa- | 
gated in the World by the Contagion of 1} 
W Ä © © From 


- 


. 
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| 3 the highe 
ſelves free from ſuch flagrant injurious Crimes 
zs that of Adultery, leſt the Execution of 
their proper Office ſhould turn to their grea- 


(w9) 


—_ whence and from all the foregoing 
Conſiderations, it is moſt apparent, that ur 


2 Magi rates and Governors, 1 remembring 


ccount they muſt one Day give, ars 
« Obligation, to keep them- 


ter Reproach, and they ſhould have it retort» 
ed upon them in the Words of the Apoſtle, 
They that ſayeſ (or makeſt Laws) that 4 
Man 2 ſoouJa not commit ADULTERY, oft tba 


commit ADULTERY 


[There is now but one Particular more I 
ſhall couch on, which is, to admoniſh that 


Aas, whoever he be, that ſhall fall into 


this grievous Sin, to recover himſelf by an 
22 and timely Repentance: And this 
eſted by King Davids Example. 
en's principal Care, indeed, ſhould be, 


| to Dunn all 45 ant and notorious Crimes, 


ſuch as cannot be committed by them but in 
Oppoſition to the Light of their own Minds; 


becauſe ſuch Crimes as theſe lay waſte the 


Conſcience, and leave Sinners in an open 
Way, to proceed without Reſtraint, from 
Evil to Evil, till they have filled up the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity, That is . dee 
ly ſeen in the ſwift Progreſs that David 
* in Wickednebs, after he had once en- 
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gig d with his unlawſul Amour with Baths 
eba. Nis firſt Stratagem, in reſpe& of 
what follow'd, might ſeem to be compara- 
tively innocent: 1 hat was only to call in the 
Husband to be the Concealer of the Injury 
and Diſhonour to his Bed, by accompanyin 
with his Wife; that the Child ſhe cas 
with might paſs for his own: Bur this Plot 
miſcarrying, the King's Invention was ſoon 
at work again; the Affair being in ſo ill a 
Situation, 'twas thought the renden Way to 


get rid of the Husband at once, and by that 


Means to ſecure a Property in the Mife. 


This was immediately reſolved upon, and 


by a baſe and diſhonourable Contrivance, 
executed; and all without the leaſt Difficul- 
ty or Scruple. For his Conſcience had alrea- 
dy ſwallow'd the foul Sin of Adultery, and 
therefore was not ſo ſqueemiſh, as to reje& 


the bloody Murder, when it was judg'd ſer- 


viceable to the Accompliſhment of his De- 
fires. - ED | | 


Of all los the Habits of Uncleanneſa 


are moſt wretchedly enſnaring and enſlav- 


ing; there is none that takes a Man more. 


out of his own Power, or ſets him at a grea- 
ter Diſtance from the an of Grace; 


and conſequently lea 


leription of the young Wanten, caught in 


the 


es him more at the 
Mercy of the Tempter. Solomon's elegant De- 
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| the Toil of the ſubtle Harlet, gives th 
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ſtrong an Image of the Miſery and Slavery 


' of ſuch a Profligate as would move any 


Heart but his, which is grown as hard as 
the Forehead of his graceleſs Companion, to 
whoſe Enchantments he hath fold himſelf. 


And therefore, he goeth after her as an Ox to 


the Slaughter, or as a Fol to the Correfts- 


on of the Stoc s, till a Dart ftrike thro' bis 


Liber; as a Bird haſteth to the Snare, and 


' knoweth not that it js for his Life. His 


Folly and Shame, the Waſte of his Health, 
Reputation and Power, the Diſtreſs of his 
Family, and the Lamentations of his Friends, 
move him not one Jor : On he goes, inſen- 


ſible as a Brute, e, ee his Ruin 
t 


compleated, and then at the laſt he begins 
to mourn, when his Fleſh and Body are con- 


ſumed; and ſay, How have I hated Inftruc- 
tion and my Heart deſpiſed Reproof ? And 
Have not obeyed the Voice of my Teachers, 
nor inclined mine Ear to them that inſhutt- 
| ed me? I was almoſt in all Evil in the midft 
| of the Congregation and Aſſembly. One of 


which Evils, and a very fad one it is, is that 
of Family Diſcord and Confuſion, This is 


a ſure Concomitant of Adultery. The Man 


that ſets his Afections on atrangers and 
Harlots, is ſoon forgetful of his own Chil- 
aren and his Father's Houſe. The wily 

Proſtitute 
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Froſtitute will never leave him, till hs 
brings him over entirely to her own Schemes 
8 . and makes him #hrow off all 
Regard, and all Afactios for any but her. 
ſelf. Beſides, the Adulterer being conſcious 
that he is doing the utmoſt Injury to his 
ews Family, — bringing the higheſt Di/- 
grace upon them, he ws how juſtly he 
may expect, and therefore dreads their Re- 
mon ſtrances and Complaints; this makes him 
take hold of any Opportunity, or ſerve him - 
ſelf with any Excuſe tor keeping them at a 
Di/ance from him, to prevent their Iuſpec- 
tion of his Iniquity and bad Conduct. And 
fo, to make amends for abuſing them in that 
Reſpe&, uſes them barbarouſly and uunatu- 
rally in every Reſpe& elſe. L 
Anoth r Evil is that of publick Diſcard 
and Confuſion ; i the Adultereſs, on 
whom the Prince, or Governor of any Peo- 
ple, has placed his àA ffections, ſhould bap- 
pen to have different Sentiments, either in. 
Civil or Religious Matters, from himſelf as 
well as Zhoſe he rules over, ſhe will have 
it too much in her Power to corrupt the 
good Principles he profeſſes, and for the 
Maintenance of which his Crown and Dig-. 
nity is ſupported. The fatal Conſequences 
of which, as they have been too often ſeen, 
ſo they ought to be dreaded by all future 


n - ſ | And 


„Aud indeed habitual Whoremongets and 
AHAulterers do find themſelves, ſooner or la- 
ter, won into almoſt all Evil, atmoft alt 
„ Wickedneſs and Mifchief, and that 

in the ablick View of the People, to their 
laſting fang, in particular, as it happen- 
ed in the Caſe of King David. I believe 
more Murders have been on account of ſuch 
criminal Engagements, than upon any one 
Occaſion beſides. And therefore the War- 
ning, the wiſe Man gives us of the whoriſs 
Woman, is applicable in chis Senſe; Let not 
thine Heart decline to her Ways, go not a- 
ſtray in her Paths. For ſhe hath caſt down 
many wounded; yea, many ſtrong Men haue 
been ſlain by her. Her Houſe is the Way 
to Hell, going Gown to the Chambers of 
"SS 86 : 

| Whoever then would keep free from 
theſe many and great Tranſgreffions, muſt 
never give himſelf up to the ApvLTEROUS 
Woman : Or, if he has once taken the Fire 


into his Boſom, let him ſhake it out inſtant- 


conſumed by it. And, 


ly, and ſo eſcape bei 
narch Thall hereafter, 


if any Prince or 


like King David, be notoriouſly guilty of 
this Royal Sin, however great he may think 
himſelf, or however poſtive and obſtinate 
he may be in other Reſpe&s, yet let him 
follow the meek King David's Example 
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Kere, in patiently ſubmitting to Roproof, ad oF 
repenting of the Evil he has done. Let him 
ſincerely ſing over the penitential P/alm fol- 
what 1s paſt "YE and take heed for-the Ht uture d . 
that he fin no more; ſo only can he expeck 
the ſame favourable Anſwer, which King/ 
David received, And Nathan ſaid unto Da- 
vid, The Lord alſo has put away thy Sing © 


Thou ſhalt not die. 


